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TAGS: UN, PFOR, UR, AS, CH 

SUB J : UNGA LEGAL COMITE: SOVIET INITIATIVE ON 
VIENNA CONVENTION 

1. SUMMARY. LEGAL COMITE TOOK UP DISCUSSION OF SUBJECT 
ITEM WITH REGARD TO QUESTION OF PRIORITY TO BE ASCRIBED 
SUBJECT ITEM IN LEGAL COMITE WORK PROGRAM. SOVIET DEL 
REQUESTED ITEM BE TAKEN UP AT ONCE IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
DISCUSSION OF AUSTRALIAN DIPLIMATIC ASYLUM ITEM. SEVERAL 
DELS SPOKE AGAINST. MEETING ENDED WITH CHAIR URGING 
SOVIER DEL TO CONSULT WITH AUSTRALIANS ON MATTER, AND 
NOTING THAT UNLESS SOVIETS AND AUSTRALIANS AGREED 
OTHERWISE, GENERAL DEBATE SOLELY ON DIPLOMATIC ASYLUM 
WOULD BEGIN NEXT MEETING. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS A CONSEQUENCE OF LETTER (A/C.6/433) FROM GA 
PRESIDENT INDICATING THAT GA ALLOCATED SOVIET INITIATIVE 
ON VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS TO LEGAL 
COMITE, LEGAL COMITE CHAIRMAN (SAHOVIC) INTERRUPTED 
NORMAL WORK PROGRAM OF LEGAL COMITE (WHICH WOULD HAVE 
BEGUN IMMEDIATELY GENERAL DEBATE ON AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE 
ON DIPLOMATIC ASYLUM (DA)) IN ORDER TO HAVE LEGAL COMITE 
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DECIDE ON PRIORITY TO BE GIVEN TO SOVIET INITIATIVE ON 
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VIENNA CONVENTION. 

3. SOVIET DEL (KOLESNIK), IN INTRODUCING ITEM, REFERRED 

TO GA UNANIMOUS ADOPTION AS CONFIRMING ITEM WAS URGENT 
AND IMPORTANT. HE STATED USSR REGARDED VIENNA CONVENTION 
ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS (CDR) AS VERY IMPORTANT CONVENTION 
AND ONE WHOSE ADHERENTS SHOULD BE INCREASED. FURTHER, 

IN USSR VIEW AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE ON DA IS DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO CDR ARTICLE 41 WHICH DEALS WITH THE USE 
OF DIPLOMATIC PREMISES. KOLESNIK CONCLUDED THAT CONSISTENT 
WITH NEED FOR URGENT CONSIDERATION OF SOVIET INITIATIVE 
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO DA ITEM, SOVIET INITIATIVE SHOULD 
BE CONSIDERED AT SAME TIME AS DA; ALTHOUGH, EACH ITEM 
SHOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE RESOLUTIONS UPON 
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL COMITE CONSIDERATION. DURING ENSUING 
DEBATE, SOVIET REQUEST WAS SUPPORTED BY UKRAINE, MONGOLIA, 
HUNGARY, GDR, AND BULGARIA. 

4. AUSTRALIAN DEL (AMB. BRENNAN) EXPRESSED DISAGREEMENT 
WITH JOINDER OF ITEMS. HE NOTED SOVIET INTIATIVE HAD 

JUST BEEN PRESENTED TO LEGAL COMITE, AND THUS TO CONSIDER 
IT IMMEDIATELY WOULD OCCASION DELAY IN COMITE WORK SINCE 
DELS UNPREPARED ON SOVIET ITEM. BRENNAN ALSO NOTED THAT 
LEGAL COMITE WORK PROGRAMME DECIDED AT BEGINNING OF 
SESSION WAS CONSENSUS DECISION WHICH SOME DELS MIGHT NOT 
WISH TO OVERTURN AT THIS TIME. 

5. CHINA INTERVENED IN SUPPORT OF AUSTRALIAN THESIS 
ADDING: (A) THERE IS NO NEED FOR LEGAL COMITE TO UPSET 
ITS AGREED WORK PROGRAM SINCE IT IS UNTENABLE TO VIEW 
SOVIET ITEM AS URGENT; (B) IT IS INCOMPREHENSIVE THAT 
USSR DID NOT INSCRIBE ITEM AT BEGINNING OF GA IF ITS WERE 
SO URGENT; (C) NOTHING HAS HAPPENED SINCE BEGINNING OF 
GA TO MAKE ITEM URGENT; (D) THERE REMAIN ITEMS VERY 
IMPORTANT TO SOME DELS ON LEGAL COMITE AGENDA; (E) LEGAL 
COMITE IS ALREADY FAR BEHIND SCHEDULE; AND (F) SOVIET 
ITEM SHOULD BE INSCRIBED AS LAST ON AGENDA. 

6. STATEMENTS SUPPORTIVE OF AUSTRALIAN AND CHINESE 
POSITIONS WERE MADE BY COLOMBIA, KENYA, JAPAN, HONDURAS, 
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7. ISRAEL SAW MERITS IN BOTH SIDES AND REQUESTED CHAIR 
TO POSTPONE ANY RULINGS OR VOTES UNTIL SPONSORS. USSR 
AND AUSTRALIA, COULD WORK OUT A SUITABLE ARRANGEMENT. 
USSR DEL (KOLESNIK) NOTED HE WAS WILLING TO CONSULT WITH 
AUSTRALIA ON ISSUE. CHAIR CONCLUDED MEETING BY ASKING 
"INTERESTED DELEGATIONS'" TO CONSULT AND SEEK RESOLUTION 
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OF DIFFICULTY. HE NOTED HOWEVER THAT GENERAL DEBATE ON 
DA IS CURRENTLY SCHEDULED TO BEGIN AT NEXT LEGAL COMITE 
MEETING. THUS, ABSENT ANY RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATIONS 
TO THE CONTRARY, THE DEBATE ON (SOLELY) DA WILL BEGIN 
AS SCHEDULED. 

COMMENT: WHILE IT IS NOT KNOWN HOW SOVIETS INTEND 
PROCEED, IT SEEMS MOST UNLIKELY THEY HAVE VOTES TO 
MERGE DA AND CDR ITEMS, NOR DO THEY SEEM HAVE VOTES TO 
ACHIEVE PRIORITY FOR THEIR INITIATIVE. END COMMENT. 
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